Objective: One of the potential occupational hazards for health care workers (HCWs) is sharps injuries especially needle stick injuries (NSIs). These hazards are influenced by numerous factors including setting, environmental factors, staffing levels, type of procedures, devices and equipment. Aim of work:To determine the frequency, characteristics and determinants of occupational sharp injuries in HCWs. Subjects and Methods:This study is a cross-sectional study; involved 160 HCWs employed in jobs with potential exposure to sharps injuries. Data were collected by questionnaire that included demographics, occupation categories; shift work, knowledge of prevention measures and details of sharp injuries.
Introduction:
Health care workers (HCWs) represent a large and growing work force facing special occupational hazards (1) . Occupational 
Aim of the work
This study tries to emphasize the patterns of sharp injuries and to determine the occurrence and frequency of such injuries in different hazardous hospital departments, especially operative rooms.
Furthermore, this study tries to reach an assumption of prevention control and to reach recommendation for reducing these injuries in the future.
Subjects and Methods:
Over a 36 months period starting at 
Results:
A total number of 160 HCWs were surveyed; (57.5%) were females; and (42.5%) were males; 40% were younger than 30 years and (30.6%) were older than 45 years old. 70% of the studied group were married; and 77.5% were academic 
Discussion:
Health care workers in general and doctors in particular are at risk of exposure to blood and body fluids through sharps injuries (7, 8, 9) . In our study the frequency of sharp injuries was 42.5% however reporting of such injuries was only 11.8%.
In different previous studies, the rate of needle stick injuries and blood exposure accidents were 45.2 %, 21.6 % and 64% (10, 11) . The study results found that 50%
were caused by hollow bored needles and 33.8% by stabs, scalpels and by hitting sharps. The study results also showed that recapping and injections caused 32.3%
while suturing caused 26.5% and cutting caused 11.8%. In previous reports, suturing was the most common accident situation (45%), blood drawing was the second rank 24% and the recapping was the most commonly frequent cause of the sharps injuries (12) . Of the injured HCWs 28%
were not using any personal protective equipment and 67% did not seek any medical advice for injury. This is similar to our results that showed 71.3% of HCWs with no training about any precaution measures prior to job.
In our study incidence of sharp injuries by occupation showed the practicing nurses to be the most frequent injured category (45%) followed by physicians (26.3%) and technicians 17.5%. This goes in accordance with many previous studies (13, 14) that showed nurses to be the major occupational group at risk for blood exposures. Operating of injuries, suture needles (51%), hollowbore needles (13.2%), and scalpel blades (11.7%), (19) . In this study, the reporting 
